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In 1998, the American Foundation for the Study of Man (AFSM) had planned to begin its first
son at Mahram Bilgis, in Marib, by conducting the first stratigraphical excavation (trench B2) w
sanctuary, for the purposes of determining the history of the construction, use and Collapse of the sang
ary, and documenting fully the architectural techniques, and recovered Inscriptions, pottery, and artifz
Before the excavation of trench B2 was began, two questions arose, the first question is i how big should
the excavation be? i, the second question is | what shape should the excavation be? i. The first question:
is more difficult than the second is; we have quickly realized that size of the area of trench B2 should e
large enough to enable excavators to get inside the trench comfortable and large enough that it will expose
what is being sought. The methodology used in the excavation follows that currently employed by archae-
ologists throughout the Near East region, and has been also used by many archaeologists excavating in
Yemen. The chief advantage of this methodology adopted for excavating trench B2 is that it provides
greater stratigraphic control. It is also the key to the interpretation of the site, since a determination of the
stratigraphy provides the sequence of deposition of the site and the framework within which to interpret the
artifacts and material cultural evidence collected through excavation. Therefore, all data recovered in the
excavation was recorded on locus sheets and wall description sheets. Here, a locus is any soil deposit or
any structural feature encountered in the excavation. All artifacts and ecofacts were recorded on these
same forms as Samples.

Our trench B2 was excavated along the southern interior face of the sanctuary wall. The excavation
reached a depth of about 4.76 m, and 4.73 m (about 15 courses of the sanctuary wall) without finding any
visible architecture features that might possibly be built inside the sanctuary. In term of stratigraphy, the
excavation revealed just below the top surface of the trench a sequence of five depositional layers through
more than 4.73 m in depth. Three of these layers were probably among the thickest deposits in the trench,
providing the most complete stratigraphic sequence available underneath the windblown sand deposit. The
last depositional layer reached in this excavation was locus 006 that seems to represent the last phase of
use of the sanctuary, and was terminated by destruction or by disruption caused by looting.

The archaeological finds associated with these layers and structural debris include: pottery, imported
glassware, a core-formed glass aryballos (MCR-167) datable to the last centuries of first millennium BC,
small piece of glass bracelet of foreign origin datable to second century AD (MCR-90), toe of a larger
human statue in bronze (MCR 98-189), and sabaean inscriptions, two of them carved in high relief with
large letters on limestone blocks. Also, we found on top of the wall (locus 002) one huge recycled altar,
with two spouts, slopes slightly down toward the interior of the sanctuary.
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